
June 17, 2019

Dear USC community,

I write to provide an update on the university’s review of students connected to the potential 
submission of false information in their applications to USC.

We are continuing to work through a very thorough, deliberative process for each student case under 
review.  Each of the students is entitled to a fair and impartial process as detailed in our policies, 
and we are taking the time needed to make sure that those processes are followed carefully. 

We recently completed the investigative process for a group of students under review and this week 
notified those students of the determination on their case.  These follow earlier determinations 
involving applicants in the most recent admissions cycle, when applicants were denied admission as 
facts and evidence warranted.

All students are protected by federal privacy laws, so the university is unable to share information 
on the individual case outcomes.  What we can say is that the university remains committed to 
making the appropriate decisions based on the facts of each case.  As we stated previously, those 
outcomes range from no finding of violation to revocation of admission or expulsion.   

Investigations are ongoing for other students related to possible admissions violations.  We will 
provide similar general updates after the investigative process is concluded for those students still 
under review. 

We understand and share our community’s desire to have updates in a timely manner.  Our priority 
has been, and will continue to be, doing the investigations the right way.  Details about our review 
process, as well as our enhanced processes for reviewing student-athlete applications, are posted on 
the USC News website.

Meanwhile, we are taking the necessary steps to safeguard the integrity of our admissions process 
and to ensure we conduct ourselves in a manner that is consistent with our values. 
 
Through it all, I continue to be impressed with the engagement and commitment of our USC 
community to improve our culture and make our university even stronger.

Sincerely,

Wanda M. Austin
Interim President
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Interim President
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